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Representante Adriana Gutiérrez Colon
Representante Nelie Lebron Robles
Representante Denis Marquez Lebron
El Capitolio, Plaza de la Democracia,
San Juan, PR

Honorables Representantes Gutiérrez Colon, Lebron Robles y Marquez Lebron,

Alley Cat Allies quisiera agradecerles por la introduccion del P.C. 1543 y R.C. 0852. Especialmente, agradecemos la
inclusion de Captura, Esterilizacion y Retorno (Trap-Neuter-Return, TNR) dentro de su marco principal. TNR es la tnica
forma compasiva y eficaz para gestionar los gatos comunitarios, o gatos sin duefios que viven en libertad, y nos complace
ver politicas que reconocen y apoyan a la comunidad de gatos de Puerto Rico.

Fundado en 1990, Alley Cat Allies es el lider del movimiento global para proteger y mejorar las vidas de los gatos. Como
la organizacion lider para gatos, trabajamos con legisladores, albergues, y el ptblico hacia leyes y politicas compasivas, no
letales y efectivas que funcionan tanto a para los gatos como para las comunidades en las que viven.

Desde 2023, Alley Cat Allies ha trabajado en Puerto Rico para salvar a los gatos comunitarios del famoso Paseo del Morro
de un plan de ser eliminados de forma letal por el Servicio de Parques Nacionales (U.S. National Park Service).
Recientemente, Alley Cat Allies ha ofrecido cuidado comprensivo a los gatos del Paseo y negocié un acuerdo con el NPS
para asegurar que ya no estuvieran en riesgo.

Adicionalmente, en colaboracion con activistas y lideres de Puerto Rico, estamos ayudando a preparar el camino para
expandir el TNR, las iniciativas educativas, y el acceso a servicios veterinarios y esenciales como comida para gatos. El
enfoque de educacion y entrenamiento del P.C. 1543 y el estudio de los protocolos existentes en R.C. 0852 representan
exactamente el enfoque necesario para asegurar que las autoridades tengan el conocimiento necesario para proteger a los
gatos, y todos los animales, de Puerto Rico, al igual que las personas que los cuidan.

El P.C. 1543 y R.C. 0852 son propuestas legislativas alentadoras. De ser promulgadas, quisiéramos extender nuestra
experiencia y recursos para que las autoridades relevantes a la proteccion animal reciban el entrenamiento que les empodere
a identificar y hacer cumplir las leyes de Puerto Rico. Adjunto un folleto que explica nuestro Programa de Prevencion a la
Crueldad y Justicia para proteger la vida de todos los gatos en Puerto Rico.

Los gatos y la gente de Puerto Rico que los cuidan y aman nos importan mucho, y reconocemos que esta legislacion tiene
potencial para hacer aiin mas fuertes las protecciones hacia ellos por medio de programas de eficacia comprobada, como el
TNR. No duden en contactarnos si tienen cualquier pregunta o quisieran reunirse con nuestro equipo.

Sinceramente,
Daniel Lopez

Daniel Lopez
Director of Cruelty Prevention and Justice
Alley Cat Allies

7920 Norfolk Avenue, Suite 600, Bethesda, MD 20814-2525 - 240-482-1980 - www.alleycat.org
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Alley Cat Allies fights to end cruelty to
cats in all forms. Our team of animal
cruelty experts can provide:

®

Alley Cat Allies

Cruelty Prevention and Justice Program

Law Enforcement Support

e Direct outreach to animal law enforcement.

* Training on recognizing cruelty, preserving
evidence, and handling cruelly treated cats.

¢ Standardized investigation checklists and report
templates.

¢ Rapid-response consultation for officers handling
active cruelty scenes.

e Joint case reviews with animal law enforcement.

Prosecutorial Assistance

e Direct outreach to prosecutors.

¢ Case file organization, timelines, and evidence
summaries.

* Model charging language, search warrants.

® Access to expert veterinarian witnesses.

e Courtroom exhibit preparation (photos, diagrams,
medical summaries).

° Amicus briefs for appeals.

¢ | egal education on animal cruelty statutes, trends,

and appellate updates.

Medical Care and Victim Support

e Subsidization of immediate veterinary treatment,
including complex surgery, for cat victims of cruelty.

e L ong-term rehabilitation support for cats impacted
by cruelty.

e Emergency boarding partnerships for cats seized in
cruelty cases.

¢ Organization of appropriate long-term housing and
adoption.

* Expert evidence documentation by veterinarians to
provide to investigators and prosecutors.

Public Reporting and Rewards

e Direct work with law enforcement to set up a tip line
or online reporting system.

e Significant cash rewards for information leading to a
conviction.

* Media to promote rewards to encourage critical
public tips and information.

Prosecutor and Sentencing Advocacy

e | etters supporting appropriate charges and
meaningful sentencing.

e Community letter-writing campaigns for high-
severity cases.

® Recognition program for offices demonstrating
strong enforcement.

Veterinary and Forensic Resources

e On-call veterinary partners for assistance with
exams, necropsies, medical documentation,
and testimony.

* Subsidized forensic testing.

¢ Training for veterinarians to encourage participation
in cruelty cases.

* Subsidized fees for veterinarian testimony in cruelty
cases.

Public Court Advocacy

¢ Organized group attendance at hearings and protests.
e Peaceful courthouse presence.

e Court monitoring program to track case

progression, pleas, and sentencing.

Community Education and OQutreach

e Expert materials, training, and awareness campaigns
about recognizing and reporting animal cruelty.

¢ Presentations for schools, community groups, and
veterinary clinics.

e Storytelling highlighting successful cases and
available resources.

e Partnerships with shelters and rescues for outreach
events.

Legislative and Policy Work

¢ Advocacy for stronger animal cruelty laws,
sentencing provisions, care bond statutes,
mandatory reporting, and cross-reporting
protocols.

°* Recommendations to strengthen local and state
cruelty laws.

* Model ordinances addressing neglect, cruelty, and
humane standards.

¢ Collaboration with policymakers to close
investigative or sentencing gaps.

¢ Testimony in support of or against key cruelty
legislation.

Data Tracking and Research

e Statistical tracking of cruelty reports, filings,
outcomes, and sentencing patterns.

* Reporting highlighting case data and trends.

e Academic partnerships for research on effective

enforcement and prevention.
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