
May 5, 2026

Via email to Gonzales.Joe@Bexar.org
Joe Gonzalez, Bexar County Criminal District Attorney
Bexar County Courthouse
100 Dolorosa
San Antonio, TX 78205

Dear District Attorney Joe Gonzalez,

2n EehalI oI Alley Cat Allies anG our suSSorters in Texas, , am Zriting in suSSort oI the Srosecution oI 
5yan Berlanga. Berlanga Zas arresteG anG chargeG Zith animal cruelty Ior allegeGly strangling a 
Nitten to Geath in a San Antonio aSartment comSlex. 

Alley Cat Allies ZoulG liNe to oIIer suSSort to the Srosecution oI this case anG urges the Sursuit oI the 
maximum sentence� 10 years in Srison anG a �10,000 Iine. GiYen the NnoZn statistics Ior high 
reciGiYism rates in Yiolent oIIenses oI this NinG, Berlanga shoulG also Ee issueG a liIetime Ean on 
oZning or Sossessing an animal.

:orNing Zith the San Antonio 3olice DeSartment, Alley Cat Allies issueG a �10,000 reZarG Ior 
inIormation leaGing to an arrest anG conYiction in the Nitten strangulation case. The reZarG resulteG in 
a critical tiS, IolloZing Zhich Berlanga turneG himselI in.

Alley Cat Allies is the leaGing aGYocacy organization Zith a mission to Srotect anG imSroYe the liYes 
oI all cats anG Nittens. Since our IounGing in 1��0, Ze haYe ZorNeG in communities large anG small to 
GeYeloS humane, eYiGence�EaseG Solicies Ior cats anG taNe strong action, incluGing in court, against 
inciGents oI cruelty to cats. 

As you NnoZ, Iar too oIten our MuGicial system Goes not aGeTuately recognize the imSlications oI 
cruelty to animals anG, as a result, Goes not ZorN to ensure the aEusers receiYe a Sunishment that 
reIlects the seYerity oI the crime. To unGerestimate the GeSraYity oI animal cruelty anG the harm it 
causes is to Iail to recognize cats as sentient Eeings Zith inherent Yalue Zho suIIer anG Ieel Sain, anG 
GeserYe neither. ,t is also a graYe Iailure to grasS the role oI cruelty to cats in the greater lanGscaSe 
oI Yiolence in our society. 

The linN EetZeen animal cruelty anG chilG aEuse, Gomestic Yiolence, anG aGYerse mental health anG 
community health outcomes is Zell estaElisheG, anG research has IounG that Yiolence against 
animals is SreGictiYe oI, anG oIten co�occurring Zith, Yiolence against humans. To Srotect us all, 
animals anG SeoSle, it is critical to enIorce our animal cruelty laZs.

That is Zhy Ze greatly aSSreciate your eIIorts to Sursue animal cruelty charges in this case anG to 
seeN aSSroSriate Sunishment. 
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Again, Alley Cat Allies oIIers continueG suSSort anG assistance to ensure this case concluGes in a 
manner that Erings Mustice to the Yictim anG sets a stanGarG Ior Iuture inYestigation anG 
Srosecution oI animal cruelty. 

Alley Cat Allies can SroYiGe legal assistance at no cost Ior this case. 2ur team incluGes exSerts in 
animal cruelty Srosecutions Zho can research legal issues, SroYiGe inIormation regarGing 
Yeterinarians anG other exSert Zitnesses, assist Zith SleaGings, suEmit amicus curiae ErieIs in 
suSSort oI the Srosecution, anG eYen sit seconG chair to assist Zith trial. 

3lease contact me at cgerEer@alleycat.org or contact Alley Cat Allies at 7�2�����7��8 to Giscuss 
hoZ Ze can helS.

Sincerely,

Calley GerEer
Consulting Attorney
Alley Cat Allies


