(9 Alley Cat Allies

The cats’ leading advocate

ALLEY CAT ALLIES’
COLLAPSIBLE DROP TRAP INSTRUCTIONS
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Read these instructions completely before use. Then set
the drop trap up and practice springing it a few times—
somewhere other than at the colony site. It’s best to have a
feel for the trap before you use it in the field. Once you are
comfortable setting up and using your trap, gather the other
items that you'll need (listed below) and start trapping!

Note: As with any trapping endeavor, common sense must
prevail. This drop trap is designed to trap adult cats. It is

not designed for wildlife. It is also not designed for kittens.
Though the trap is designed with safety precautions and
bumpers on the bottom corners to prevent it from injuring
a cat’s tail or paws, there is a slightly higher risk of injuring a
kitten due to their size. In addition, a very small kitten could
squeeze through the netting holes and escape.

Trapping cats involves a moderate degree of risk, both to the

trapper and to the cats. We strongly recommend attempting

to trap first with a humane box trap and using the drop trap

if you are unsuccessful. (For box trap recommendations go to
www.alleycat.org/Equipment).

Please use caution when using this drop trap, and make sure that
you are using enough line so that you are a safe distance from
the cat or cats you are attempting to trap. Use caution when
transferring cats from the drop trap to the box trap or transfer
cage. Alley Cat Allies cannot be held responsible for any injuries
to people or animals that result from using this trap.
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Collapsible drop trap and new double-pronged prop stick.

The collapsible drop trap design includes several new features
for added sturdiness, durability, and convenience.

Features:
®  Soft cord handles for easy carrying.

® New nylon netting which is stapled and zip-tied securely
in place.

* A hollowed frame makes the trap lighter.

® The entire trap is sanded to reduce splinters and treated
with Thompson’s® Water Seal®, eliminating the need to
paint or stain it.

® A solid wood brace bar holds the trap open.
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®  Screws reinforced with Gorilla Glue keep wood from
splitting or screws from coming loose.

® Rubber bumpers under each corner prevent tails and
paws from getting caught.

® Eyelets on either side of the transfer door make securing
box traps into place with bungee cord while transferring
cats convenient.

® A new double-pronged prop stick.

® Ample space to attach a shoulder strap, if desired.

Included items:
® ONE Drop Trap with handles, transfer door, nylon

netting and brace bar.

® ONE Double-Pronged Prop Stick (12” long) with 50" of
nylon cord.

Additionally you will need:

* A BOXTRAP with guillotine style back door or
TRANSFER CAGE for each cat you plan to trap. (i.e.
Tru-Catch 30D or Tomahawk 606 or 306). The box
trap or transfer cage MUST have a guillotine door for

transferring a cat into it from the drop trap. It’s advisable
to have at least one box trap or transfer cage per intact
cat in the colony. It is common to trap multiple cats at
once in the drop trap, and you want to avoid releasing
an intact cat for lack of a box trap or transfer cage. In the
rest of these instructions, references to a box trap also
apply to using a transfer cage.

* A DROP TRAP COVER, such as a blanket or sheet that
is large enough to fully cover the drop trap.

* A COVER FOR EACH BOX TRAP, such as a large

towel, to cover the box traps after the transfer is made.

* TWO BUNGEE CORDS to attach while transferring
the cat from the drop trap to the box trap

® Optionally, BINOCULARS or a CAMERA WITH
ZOOM LENS can be useful if you are trapping at a
colony with some already neutered cats. They can help
you identify from a distance whether a cat under the trap
has already been neutered, so you spring the trap only
when there is an unneutered cat under it.

® BAIT or FOOD to entice cats to the trap.

® For additional general instructions and tips about
trapping go to www.alleycat.org/Trap-Neuter-Return.

Prepare

® Do not carry the drop trap by the netting on the top.
Use the provided handles instead. Carrying, moving, or
lifting the trap by the netting could result in weakened or
damaged netting.

® Unfold the trap by holding/pulling the sides.

Unfold the trap by holding/pulling the sides.

® Locate the solid wood brace bar stored on top of the solid

side of the trap. (Note: The brace bar may look like it is

Locate the wood brace bar stored on top of the solid side.

screwed into the frame, bur will detach easily when pulled
straight upwards.) Remove the brace bar from the storage
position and affix it across the top of the unfolded trap by
inserting the screws at either end into the pre-drilled holes
at the mid-point of the frame, bracing the top open.

Trapping and Transfer

1. Place the trap on a flat, stable surface where it will be
steady and safe for trapping. Do not place the trap
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anywhere that could interfere with the trap being flat
after it is sprung, i.e., do not place on a hill or unlevel
surface, or near tree stumps, shrubs, or sticks.

Prop the trap up, placing the side opposite the transfer

door on the prop stick. Propping the trap up on this side
will prevent unnecessary stress to the trap’s transfer door,
decreasing wear and tear.

Prop up the trap using the double-pronged prop stick.

Place the feeding dish with a small amount of food as
close to the back of the trap as possible and center it

opposite from the side that is propped up.

Unwind the line as you walk away. Stand far enough
away so that the cat will go to the food, but close
enough so you can get to the trap quickly once the cat

is trapped. It is also helpful to remain out of cats’ sight,
i.e. behind a tree or dumpster, just around the corner of
a building or even in a car with the line running through
the window.

Tip: Always hold onto the line so you are ready to pull it
when appropriate, but don’t cause the line near the trap to
move until then because the motion can scare the cats away.

When the cat is completely under the trap, give him a
few seconds to get really interested in eating. Do not pull
the line if the cat is only part of the way in. If in doubt,
don’t pull. It is okay to trap multiple cats at once and
transfer each into a separate box trap.

Pull the line hard and fast. This ensures the prop stick
is pulled completely away from the trap so that the trap
does not land on it.

Cover the drop trap top immediately and completely with
the cover.

Line up the box trap’s guillotine door with the drop trap’s
guillotine door.

10.

11.

Tip: There are two eye hooks on either side of the drop trap’s
door. You can affix a bungee cord ro the eye hooks and hook
the other ends of the bungee cord to the box trap tightly
holding it in place for extra support. Stretch the bungee cord
50 that the traps can’t be forced apart by a cat slamming into
the back of the box trap.

Affix a bungee cord to the eye hooks for extra support.

Cover the box trap completely with its cover, except for
the end away from the drop trap. This should make the
box trap look like an escape route to the cat.

Give the cat some time to settle down in the drop trap if
he is thrashing around.

Brace your foot on the box trap (and keep it there until
the cat enters) to further prevent the cat from moving
the box trap. Lift both guillotine doors up slowly and
carefully and wait for the cat to enter the box trap. He
may need a little coaxing to enter the box trap. Cats
react differently, so you might have to try different
combinations of covering and uncovering the drop trap
and box traps. Some cats will go toward the light; others
will head for the dark to hide. Do not put your hands in
either trap. Be kind; remember this animal is terrified.
You'll make things worse if you shout or prod him.

Lift both trap doors up to transfer the cat from drop trap to
humane box trap.
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12. As soon as the cat goes into the box trap close BOTH

13.

14.

15.

doors. If multiple cats go into the box trap, wait until all
but one have gone back into the drop trap before closing
the doors. IMPORTANT: Remember to close the door
on the box trap before separating the two traps, and if
there are other cats in the drop trap, remember to close its
door too.

Fully cover the box trap. If there are remaining cats in the
drop trap, fully cover it also.

If the cat in the box trap has already been neutered
and doesn’t need to remain trapped for another reason
(for example, an injured cat that needs to be taken to
the veterinarian), open the box trap’s guillotine door
to release the cat. Do not release a cat you don’t need
directly from the drop trap if there are multiple cats in

the drop trap.

Repeat the applicable steps above for any other cats in the
drop trap.

Storage

Store the drop trap indoors. It is compact enough to be kept
in a closet, shed, or car trunk. The drop trap should not be
used in rain or snow or on very wet ground, but if it does
become wet, allow it to dry completely before storing it.
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